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From the President’s Desk 
 
Greetings!  We have much to look for-
ward to this year.  We are very fortunate 
to have the Honorable Maurice Williams 

as our featured speaker at the scenic 
Columbia Restaurant on the St. Peters-

burg Pier.   
 
President Obama recently took action by 
pledging to implement policies that help 
raise the status of women around the 

world, including the restoration of a U.S. 
contribution to UNFPA, and the United 
Nations Population Fund. As UNAUSA 
members we must be ready to take ac-
tion to advocate for stronger leadership 
within the United Nations as the new 
administration makes critical decisions to 

restore United States credibility in the 
world. UNAUSA National recently pub-
lished advocacy goals for 2009.  I en-

courage you to visit our website to read 
the full document.   
 
This year, our UNAUSA Tampa Bay 

Chapter will hold our fist ever Golf Tour-
nament Fundraiser.  Proceeds will better 
assist our chapter in supporting selected 
Programs. Two such programs our chap-
ter has pledged monetary support for 
are the purchase of bed nets for health 

clinics in Haiti, and the Water for Miches 
Project in the Dominican Republic, de-
signed by the USF Chapter of Engineers 
Without Borders. 
 

Best Regards, 
Kelly Miliziano 

    

United Nations Association of 

the USA 

Tampa Bay Chapter 
http://www.unatampabay.org 

     ñWorking Together for Peace, Freedom and Justiceò 
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February Program  

Saturday, February 21st  

 Special Guest Speaker:  Honorable Maurice Williams 

ñNew Players should make the World a Much Better Place:   

future US -UN relationship in view of the new administrationò 

 
    The Hon. MAURICE WILLIAMS was United Nations Assistant Secretary
-General and Executive Director of the UN World Food Council, US State De-
partment Under-Secretary for International Development, Assistant Secre-
tary for economic programs in the Near East and South Asia, US Ambassa-

dor at the Paris Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
and Chief US Delegate to the Joint US-North Vietnam Commission for nego-
tiation of the Peace Accords.  Currently Williams is adjunct instructor of po-
litical science at Eckerd College and a Member of ASPEC, the Academy of 
Senior Professionals at Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, Florida, and a Senior 
Associate of the Overseas Development Council in Washington, DC. 
     Mr. Williams is the author of several books and numerous papers on 

subjects relating to the UN and world affairs. Two of his most recent books 
are Challenges of Globalization for America and Americaôs Quest for a Safer 
World. He also is one of the authors of  US Foreign Policy and the United 
Nations System. 

     He is a resident of St Petersburg, FL, and Chevy Chase, MD, a mem-
ber of the UNA-USA National Capital Area Chapter (DC) and an advisor to the 
Tampa Bay Chapter. 

 

The Program will be held at the Columbia Restaurant  

at the Pier in St. Petersburg  800 2nd Avenue N.E.  

Feb. 21st. 11:30am to 1:30pm  

Cost: $23.00 members $25.00 guests and $20.00 students 

(Lunch all inclusive)  

 

RSVP by February 12 to kelly.miliziano@sdhc.k12.fl.us or call 

813 - 453 - 5003  

Please mail check , PAYABLE TO: Tampa Bay Chapter UNA - USA   

MAIL TO: UNA Treasurer: Carol Zavarella 

1238 East Kennedy Blvd., Unit 601  

Tampa, Florida 33602 
From North of St. Petersburg and Tampa:  Take 275 South, merge to 375, 
continue on 4th Ave. N to Beach Dr. NE, make a right, the Pier will be on 
your left.  

From South of St. Petersburg: Take 275 North, merge to 175, continue to 
Beach Dr. NE, make a left, the Pier will be on your right.  Parking is free on 
the Pier, a shuttle will take you to the building. 

Vol. XXXV  No.1  JAN /FEB 2009    

UNA - USA Tampa Bay Chapter Golf Tournament  

If you would like to be on the planning committee for our  

Golf Tournament Fundraiser, please contact John Miliziano at 

miliziano@verizonmail.com or call 813-962-8058 

 

The Board with Pius Nyamora at 

our December 10th Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights  

Celebration 
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BOARD MEMBERS 2009 

 
Kelly Miliziano, President , is a 
social studies department chair  at 

Wharton High School and a UNA-

USA Global Classrooms Lead 
teacher. 
 
Dr. David Randle, VP -  Govern-
ment and Advocacy, President and 
CEO of WHALE Center, Managing 

Director of the Waves of Change 
Campaign, co-facilitator of the Global 
Healing Initiative.  Dave was one of 
six leaders of 150 member Global 
Environment Team at Earth Summit, 
represented North America Civil So-
ciety at 2008 U.N. Global Forum of 

Environmental Ministers in Monaco. 

 
Sara McMillan, VP Membership,  
received her BA degree in Interna-
tional Relations from the University 
of South Florida and currently work-
ing on her MA in International Rela-

tions from Salve Regina Univer-
sity.  She is the program director for 
Youth Empowerment Alliance, Inc. 
 
Allison Cuffaro, VP Technology, is 
department chair of the Business and 

Technology Department at Wharton 
High School where she is a Web De-
sign Instructor.  She is a National 

Board Certified teacher, and leads 
students to complete in Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America competi-
tions at the District, State and na-

tional levels. 
 
Alexandra Koutsogiannopoulos, 
VP Programs, received her Gradu-
ate Certification from USF in Political 
Science focusing on International 
Relations and Public Policy. She cur-

rently works as a Paralegal in 
Tampa, Florida. 
 
Carol Zavarella, Ph.D. Treasurer, 

is currently a full-time faculty mem-
ber and Program Manager for the 

Mathematics department at the Ybor 
City Campus of Hillsborough Com-
munity College.  
 
Kelly Reynolds, Secretary , cur-
rently teaches World History at 
Wharton High School.  She co-

sponsors the Model UN club at her 
school and is also finishing her Mas-
ters in Secondary Social Science 
Education at the University of South 
Florida.  
 

 

 

Paul Yingst, Director and Past 
President , is the former President 
of the Tampa Chapter for total of 
eight years. He and his wife Marjorie 

have been members since 1981.  

Paul is a former Councilman for the 
city of St. Petersburg and is a Com-
missioner of the St. Petersburg 
Housing Authority.  Paul holds the 
degrees of Electrical Engineer and 
Juris Doctor. 
 

Mark Amen, Ph.D. Director, is the 
Academic Director of the Patel Cen-
ter for Global Solutions at the Uni-
versity of South Florida.  He is a fac-
ulty member in the  Department of 
Government and International Affairs 
since 1982. 

 
Timothy Kennedy, Ph.D., Direc-
tor , is the Chair of Communications 
Department and professor at the 
University of Tampa.  He is an expert 
in the field  of development commu-
nication by using modern communi-

cation technology to assist emerging 
peoples in governance. 
 
Javier Alamillo, Director,  Hapag-
Lloyd, Tampa, Florida E-Commerce 
and Customer Service Coordinator, 

Area Caribbean 
 

Einar J. Velarde Marin, Director, 
an U.S. Army retiree who holds a 
B.S. in General Business and a M.A. 
in International Relations with con-
centration in European and Latin-

American Studies. He is currently 
pursuing a Post-Graduate Certificate 
in Economics at the University of 
Tampa. He is an expert in Logistics 
and Latin-American Affairs, and 
works for Verizon Wireless. 
 

Jimmy Suarez, Director and Uni-
versity Representative , is cur-
rently working on his master's de-

gree in Public Administration at the 
University of South Florida. He is 
involved in many local and interna-

tional organizations that are dedi-
cated to improving the education of 
under privileged children.  Jimmy 
Suarez works as staff assistant to 
the academic deanôs office at  the 
Brandon Campus  of Hillsborough 
Community College. 

  
Cheri Borman, Director and 
Newsletter Editor, is a professor of 
English at Hillsborough Community 
college, Ybor City Campus. She also 

is the editor of their prestigious 
newsletter . 

Membership News 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  
 
The UNA USA Tampa will be holding 

a membership drive during the 
months of January 15th ï April 15, 
2009.   
 
We are a not-for-profit membership 
organization dedicated to building 

understanding of and support for the 
ideals and vital work of the United 
Nations among the American people. 
Our chapter members are dedicated 
and concerned citizens who believe 
in the purpose and work of the 
United Nations.  

 
There are many reasons to join our 

efforts including:  Several events/
programs throughout the year, net-
working opportunities, and free pub-
lications of The Independent and 
these are just to name a few. 

 
For each current member who re-
cruits a new member your name will 
go into a drawing for a prize.  
 
Each new member that joins during 

this time-frame will also be entered 
into a separate drawing for a prize.  
 
We will draw the winners at our Am-

bassadors luncheon on April 15, 
2009.  (Need not to be present to 
win). 

 
If you have any questions regarding 
our membership drive, please con-
tact Sara McMillan, VP Membership 
at Sara4Rights@gmail.com  
 

 

NEW/RENEWED MEMBERS:  
 
New Members: 
Dyana ElAzhari 

Lovella Fowler 

Mariana Herrera 
Paola Morales 
Jimmy Suarez  
 
Renewed Members: 
Mark Amen 

Dorothy Bach 
Hal Hann 
Judy Hoffman 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Dean Maddux 
Liliana Correa 
Allison Cuffaro 
Jacqueline Hartvelt 

Frank Hartvelt 

Roslyn Sandra Linnen 
Kelly Reynolds 
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UN, African Union to ramp up de-

ployment of peacekeepers in trou-
bled Darfur  

Members of Nigerian battalion of the UN-AU 
Hybrid Mission in Darfur on patrol 

21 January 2009 ï Hundreds more troops will arrive 
in Sudanôs strife-torn Darfur region within the next 
two months in an effort 
to boost protection of 
civilians, the African Un-
ion-United Nations mis-

sion there, known as 
UNAMID, said today.  
Additional troops are 
expected to arrive by 
March from Egypt, South 
Africa, Senegal and 
Bangladesh, and later this year, further troops will 

arrive from Nepal, Nigeria, Egypt and Ethiopia, UNA-
MID  said.  
Tanzania has also announced it will send an entire 
infantry battalion of about 900 personnel and an ad-
vance party, including engineers crucial to UNAMIDôs 
plan to expedite its deployment target.  
The hybrid force was set up by the Security Council 

to protect civilians on the western flank of Sudan, 

where an estimated 300,000 people have been killed 
and another 2.7 million have been forced from their 
homes since fighting erupted in 2003, pitting rebels 
against Government forces and allied Janjaweed mili-
tiamen.  

Earlier this week in Addis Ababa, the UN, African Un-
ion and the Government of 
Sudan met to discuss ways 
of accelerating the deploy-
ment of UNAMID to reach 
the strength of 26,000 mili-
tary and police personnel 

authorized by the Security 
Council.  
 

Read more of this article at 
http://www.un.org/apps/
n e w s / s t o r y . a s p ?

UN assessing impact of Ugandan 

rebel violence on Congolese civil-
ians  

MONUC peacekeepers on patrol in the DRC 

22 January 2009 ï The Lordôs Resistance Army 

(LRA) has been terrorizing the Haut Uélé area of 
Orientale province in north-east DRC in recent 
months.  
The UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC ), along with 
partner agencies, visited affected areas from 16-17 
January to help them set up an appropriate hu-

manitarian response.  
In Faradje, the team assessed the damage to prop-
erty and spoke to those remaining in the town fol-
lowing the deadly 
LRA attacks, noting 
the need for protec-
tion and psychoso-

cial assistance for 
civilians.  
ñWe have been 
abandoned for 
three weeks, at the 
mercy of the LRA, 
with no security or 

humanitarian assis-

tance,ò said Faradje resident Ephraim Kabuli. ñThis 
is negligence on the part of the public authorities in 
relation to their responsibilities.ò  
Exact numbers of killings, abductions and displace-
ments are not known, but according to the most 

credible estimates from the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA ), the 
LRA violence has left 
900 people dead and 
uprooted 130,000 oth-
ers, with more than 

8,000 Congolese taking 
refuge in Southern Su-
dan. 

 
Read more of this article 
at http://www.un.org/
apps/news/story.asp?

http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unamid/
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unamid/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29614&Cr=UNAMID&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29614&Cr=UNAMID&Cr1
http://www.monuc.org/Home.aspx?lang=en
http://ochaonline.un.org/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29634&Cr=LRA&Cr1=congo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29634&Cr=LRA&Cr1=congo
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World Counts on the U.N., Statistically  

Betsy Pisik (reprinted with permissiom) 

 

The United Nations - often criticized for wayward 
peacekeepers, a selective approach to human rights 
and a reputation for swallowing money - does at 
least one thing well.  
No other body gathers data and crunches numbers 
with as much breadth and depth as the world body 

and its agencies.  

In its 60 years of compiling and analyzing statistics, 
the United Nations has become the initial source of 
comparative figures used by governments, activists, 
relief organizations and think tanks around the 
world.  
Without the U.N. statistical bureaus, analysts say, it 

would be impossible to know that carbon emissions 
have increased by 80 percent since the mid-1970s, 
that about 4 billion cell-phone accounts were in use 
in 2006, or that the number of Afghan households 
cultivating opium poppies has increased 14 percent 
since 2005 to 509,000.  
"This is indeed a unique role that the United Nations 

and its agencies play," said Michele Montas, spokes-
woman for U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 

"These statistics ... are essential for our own hu-
manitarian assistance to refugees and displaced 
people, for school feeding programs or to support 
women's participation in political life."  

To read more of this article  go to http://
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/dec/28/
world-counts-on-the-un-statistically/ 
 

UNA - USA Applauds President Barack 

Obama's Decision to Restore US Sup-
port for  

UN Population Fund   
 
Jan. 26, 2009. The United Nations Association of 
the USA (UNA-USA) commends President Obamaôs 
quick decision to work with Congress to restore 
American financial support for the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA). The announcement of 

this decision within days of the inauguration is a 

promising indication of the presidentôs commitment 
to UNFPAôs important work and his determination to 
strengthen Americaôs role in the world through ac-
tive participation in multinational efforts and insti-
tutions.   
 

Founded four decades ago with US support, UNFPA 
promotes safe pregnancies and childbirths, HIV/
AIDS prevention and gender equality in approxi-
mately 150 countries and territories worldwide. Al-
though UNFPA has helped to substantially reduce 
maternal mortality rates in places like Bolivia, Egypt 
and Zimbabwe, globally the statistics tell a more 

difficult story, with a woman dying during childbirth 
every minute. And halfway beyond the 2015 target 

date for the Millennium Development Goals, the 
goal dedicated to improving maternal mortality has 
had the least progress and is the most underfi-
nanced.   

 
In each of the last seven years, the Bush admini-
stration blocked Congressionally appropriated funds 
for UNFPAða total of $244 million. Throughout this 
period, UNA-USA chapters and members across the 
country helped to raise awareness about this short-
sighted policy and called on the Bush administration 

to reverse its position. In 2002, UNA-USA activist 
Jane Roberts co-founded the 34 Million Friends 
Campaign to raise at least $1 for UNFPA from 34 
million Americans to replace the first tranche of 

funding withheld by the administration. The cam-
paign is a joint project of the UNA Pasadena Chap-
ter and Americans for UNFPA.  

 
President Obamaôs decision paves the way for 
America to join the rest of the worldðmore than 
180 donor nationsðin supporting UNFPAôs efforts to 
improve the health of women and children across 
the globe. To make this happen, UNA-USA urges 

Congress to provide critically needed funding for 
UNFPA in its unfinished FY2009 foreign aid spending 
bill. 

Support Obamaôs Call for Renewed US Global 
Leadership:  

This is our chance to demonstrate to President 

Obama, right out of the gate, that Americans support 

his belief in the value of international cooperation and 

strong American leadership at the United Nations. 

Take Action Now!  

 

The Better World Campaign (BWC) works to strengthen the 

relationship between the United States and the United Nations 

through outreach, communications, and advocacy. We encour-

age U.S. leadership to enhance the UNõs ability to carry out its 

invaluable international work on behalf of peace, progress, 

freedom, and justice.  In these efforts, we engage policy mak-

ers, the media, and the American public to increase awareness 

of and support for the United Nations. Go to http://

www.betterworldcampaign.org  

 

 

 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/betsy-pisik/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/themes/?Theme=United+Nations
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/dec/28/world-counts-on-the-un-statistically/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/dec/28/world-counts-on-the-un-statistically/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/dec/28/world-counts-on-the-un-statistically/
http://capwiz.com/unausa/issues/alert/?alertid=12456086
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TAMPA BAY CHAPTER  

United Nations Association -USA 

5309 Redfield Lane  

Tampa, Fl. 33624 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
TAMPA BAY CHAPTER UNA -USA 

                                                                                Membership Categories  
Name_______________________________ Introductory (1st yr. only)/Fixed Inc.  $ 25 
                             please print                            Member (Individual or Household)    40 
                       Organization                                  40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Address_____________________________ Limited Income (Indiv or Family )  25                                                                                                               
            Student                                          10 
___________________________________  Sponsor                                       100 
       city                               state           zip                 Patron                                          500 
                                                Lifetime (one time payment )          1,000 
 
Tel. No.____________ Fax No.____________ E-mail _____________________ 
Send application to:  

UNA-USA Membership Services                            My check for $______ is enclosed 
801 Second Avenue                                                     Make check payable to UNA-USA 
New York, NY 10017-4706                                            (Dues are tax deductible) 
Phone: 212-907-1300  

                          

        

   

Board of Directors 

 

Kelly Miliziano, President      

Sara McMillan, VP-Membership 

Dave Randle,VP-Advocacy    

Alexandra Koutsogiannopoulos,  

   VP- Programs 

Allison Cuffaro, VP-Technology 

Carol Zavarella, Ph.D., Treasurer  

Kelly  Reynolds, Secretary 

Mark Amen, PhD., Director  

Timothy Kennedy, Ph.D., Director 

Paul Yingst, Director 

Einar J. Velarde Marin, Director  

Javier Alamillo, Director 

Jimmy Suarez, Director-Univ.  Rep. 

Cheri Borman, Director-Newsletter Ed.   

Vacant, VP-Education 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


